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WELCOME to the 

first edition of the 

Gamecock County 

Gazette. We’re excit-

ed to introduce this 

new offering as we 

continue to do our 

best to inform the 

residents of Sumter 

County, S.C., about 

all that is going on 

with your County 

Government.  Serving as the County Admin-

istrator affords me many opportunities to see 

firsthand the progress we are making, and as a 

native son of Sumter, I’m proud to take part 

in so many projects that are moving us for-

ward. We call it ‘Team Sumter’ as we know 

full well that it takes teamwork to bring jobs, 

grow our tax base and continually seek to 

improve the quality of life for all our citizens. 

In the last two years we’ve watched our social 

media presence grow leaps and bounds, 

we’ve launched a vastly improved website — 

www.sumtercountysc.org — and we’re doing 

our best to get the word out about all the posi-

tive things happening in Sumter County, 

South Carolina. This new e-newsletter will be 

sent out via e-mail each month to anyone who 

would like to subscribe, and it’s free of 

charge. You’ll see it on our website as well, 

and you can send your e-mail address to Joe 

Perry, our Communications Coordinator, and 

he will add you to the subscription list. He 

can be reached at jperry@sumtercountysc.org        

— All the best, Gary Mixon  

Penny for Progress Update: Mill Creek Park  
The Lodge at Mill Creek Park is looking sharp. 

An extensive renovation of the 1940s-era Lodge at Mill Creek Park 

has been completed, and that’s just one of the reasons to visit a park 

that embodies 

peace and tran-

quility. 

As part of the 

2014 One Cent 

Capital Projects 

Sales Tax Ref-

erendum, com-

monly known as 

the Penny for 

Progress, 

$275,000 was 

allocated to Mill 

Creek Park, 

which is located 

at 7995 Milford 

Plantation Road 

and is situated 

just west of Pinewood and south of Poinsett State Park. 

The Lodge, or clubhouse, has new heating and air, roof insulation, 

flooring, appliances, a new lighting system and renovated bathrooms. 

“When it cools down a little bit, it stays rented, and is a popular ven-

ue for weddings and receptions,” said Steve Hostetler, the Mainte-

nance Director for Sumter County Recreation & Parks Department. 

“It has a rustic feel to it and 

the setting adds to that, but it 

has been greatly updated.” 

The fireplace has propane 

logs and the Lodge also has 

a ramp to ensure compliance 

with the Americans with 

Disabilities Act. 

Mill Creek Park is popular 

with RV campers and for 

those who prefer tents, with 

a total of 126 camping sites. 

The 50-amp hook-ups are 

$15/night and the 30-amp 

hook-ups are $10/night. Tent 

sites are $7/night and wheth-

er you prefer to rough it or 

utilize electricity and water, 

all campers can also enjoy newly renovated bathhouses with showers. 

Mill Creek Park is popular with the equestrian crowd as well and can 

accommodate plenty of horses.  (See STABLES Page 2) 

FROM THE  

ADMINISTRATOR 



Sumter County Cultural Center’s David Shoemaker 

There’s probably no one else in Sumter Coun-

ty who has hung out with John Candy, Pink 

and Jack White. 

Not all at the same time, mind you, but Patriot 

Hall Technical Director David Shoemaker has 

worked on big-budget movie sets, large scale 

concert set-ups and plenty of projects in be-

tween. 

“What a blessing it is to be part of this com-

munity,” said North Carolina native Shoe-

maker, who has lived in Sumter since the late 

1980s. “It’s like a purpose-driven life, so to 

speak. Everyone needs to find their purpose 

and what a blessing it is to find it early on in 

life and be able to pursue what you want to 

do.” 

At an early age, he was fascinated with music 

and taken by percussion in particular. A drum 

kit came his way around his eighth year and 

as life in his rural community involved build-

ing dams in creeks and running in the fields 

with cows, the drums were decidedly a step 

up from playing pots and pans. The desire to 

entertain and play music was further fueled by 

a high school job at the local radio station. In 

addition to learning the technical aspects of 

his trade, he landed a Saturday night slot as an 

announcer and DJ and “an involuntary local 

celebrity,” he said with a laugh. 

“I wanted to know how to get my record 

played,” he said. “I was getting my game plan 

together.” 

An apprentice program with the International 

Alliance of Motion Picture Machine Opera-

tors and Stagehands in St. Petersburg, Florida 

propelled him further into his craft and led to 

jobs with major motion pictures. 

“I did set lighting on Summer Rental,” he 

said, referring to the 1985 comedy starring the 

late John Candy, who also enjoyed playing 

the drums. “He was as cool as could be. In 

between takes we’d sit around and play 

drums. He was a good, cool fellow.” 

In 1985 Shoemaker also worked on the set of 

Cocoon and found 

himself during that 

time period working 

the production end of 

major rock and roll 

acts – from The B-

52s and The Bangles 

to The Romantics, 

The Ramones and Frank Zappa.  

A family move to Sumter a few years later 

would prove somewhat prescient. He was 

driving down Haynsworth Street when he saw 

“this place that had the fly loft,” he said, re-

ferring to “the telltale sign of a theater” or the 

space above the stage, known as the fly tower 

or fly loft. 

A part-time job at Patriot Hall, gigs playing in 

local bands and a part-time job at Seaco Mu-

sic soon followed.  

“As things became more prevalent here, I 

asked for a full-time job and it kind of went 

from there,” he said. “I’ve been for over 20 

years now.” 

With many years of technical expertise, Shoe-

maker helps out occasionally on a few shows 

here and there in Columbia. Some performers 

you may have heard of, like Beyonce, or Pink 

or Jack White. 

The Beyonce show was a massive undertak-

ing, he said, and Pink’s show involved her 

flying above the 

crowd while she 

was singing. 

“She brought her 

kids and ate lunch 

with the crew,” he 

said. “Very cool.” 

He also talked shop with Jack White of The 

White Stripes and The Raconteurs. 

“An interesting guy,” he said.  

When clients come to Patriot Hall, they will 

talk to Shoemaker about what they want in 

terms of lighting, sound and the technical 

aspects of a production. Shoemaker said he 

wants to be informative and enhance their 

vision.  

“Every show that comes in here is the most 

important thing I’ve got going on that day,” 

he said.  

He’s also developed an appreciation and re-

spect for Patriot Hall itself and every piece of 

equipment used therein. 

“If you can take it inside and clean it, do that. 

If you can’t, take it outside and paint it,” he 

said. “I want to be as professional-minded as I 

can be.”  (See SHOEMAKER Page 3) 

STABLES from front page 

“We also have new stables with 20 stalls that are really nice and of 

course the park is right next to Manchester State Forest,” Hostetler 

said. “The stalls are $5/day per horse and brand new with water avail-

able on site as well.” 

Fishing off the pier is always an option at no extra cost, and a newly 

renovated picnic shelter is also available for rent. 

For more information, call (803) 436-2248. 

Employee Spotlight 
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SHOEMAKER from Page 2 

Working with so many performers and pro-

duction companies has instilled within him 

the need to be a good ambassador as well. 

“It’s a direct reflection of Sumter County and 

we all have to be good stewards and a good 

representation of how we conduct business,” 

he said. 

As his job is just one cog in a constantly mov-

ing piece of machinery, Shoemaker knows the 

importance and value of teamwork. 

“The people I work with – it’s a great team, 

very conscientious,” he said. “It’s like one big 

family and we try our best to keep it real and 

keep it going here as best as we can.” 

Left to right: Patriot Hall’s Audrey  Maple, William “Bubba” Prince, 

Melanie Colclough, Gail Player and David Shoemaker  

Sumter County Council’s Aug. 27, 2019, meeting 
Sumter County Council deferred a request to 

rezone three parcels of land on Concord Cir-

cle during its regular meeting Tuesday even-

ing. 

Sumter City-County Planning Director 

George McGregor spoke to council members 

about the second reading of a request from 

Mayester Capers to rezone three parcels of 

land totaling 2.12 acres in the 1000 block of 

Concord Circle from Agricultural Conserva-

tion (AC) to General Commercial (GC). 

The land is just off Plowden Mill Road, he 

said, in an older and rural subdivision. 

There’s a lack of infrastructure, the Long 

Range Plan is not supportive and the Planning 

Commission recommended denial of the re-

quest, he said. 

Frank Shuler, an attorney representing Ca-

pers, said his client wants to develop a coun-

try store. Capers said she’s in her early 70s 

and wants to have a business serving senior 

citizens in the area. 

Eartha Beaufort spoke against it, while Louis 

Watkins and Mandy Brunson spoke in favor 

of it. 

Councilman Charles Edens said the situation 

is a perfect example of why the AC zoning 

was put in place several years ago. Once the 

land is rezoned for GC, it opens the door for a 

lot of uses, he said. If two-thirds of her neigh-

bors sign off on her idea, it would go forward. 

Vice Chairman Jimmy Byrd asked about the 

length of the process and McGregor said it 

was quick. Council member Vivian Fleming-

McGhaney said it was a good alternative. 

She then made a motion to defer the request 

to allow further conversation and council vot-

ed unanimously to defer. 

Council Chairman James T. McCain Jr. re-

ported on an earlier Fiscal, Tax and Property 

Committee meeting during which legal advice 

was given in executive session, and no action 

was taken, he said.  

Sumter County Administrator Gary Mixon 

said a county government online newsletter is 

in the works, which will be used as another 

means for public outreach, in addition to so-

cial media.  

(See COUNCIL Page 5) 

Sumter American Legion Fair slated for Sept. 24-29 

 

The fun begins at 4 p.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 24th as the 

annual Sumter County Fair presented by American Le-

gion Post 15 gets underway. 

From Tuesday to Friday, Sept. 26th, the gates open at 4 

p.m., all exhibits are on display until 10 p.m. and the 

midway closes at midnight. 

On Saturday, Sept. 28, gates open at 10 a.m. and exhibits 

are on display until 9 p.m. The midway will close at 

midnight. On the last day, Sunday, Sept. 29th, gates open 

at noon and the midway closes at 9 p.m. 

Advance gate admission, all ages, is $5 and advance ride 

all day passes are $20. The last day for advance ticket 

purchases is Monday, Sept. 23rd. 

When the fair begins, ages 1 to 5-years-old get in for 

free. For ages 6 to 64-years-old, admission is $8. For 

military and dependents with ID, admission is $5 and ride 

all day passes are $25. 

On the opening day, admission is $5. Senior citizens pay 

$5 admission all week long and military appreciation all 

week long is $5 for active duty or retired military de-

pendents with ID. And on Saturday, Sept. 28th, the early 

bird special from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. is $5 admission. 
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If you’ve been notified via mail that you have been 

selected for jury duty, there’s a few things you need 

to know. 

Our jury system is a cornerstone of our judicial pro-

cess. The right to a trial by jury is preserved in the 

Constitution of the United States of America and the 

Constitution of South Carolina. And according to the 

S.C. Bar Association, jury service is the only way a 

person not elected to or appointed to a position in the 

court system can serve in the judicial branch of our 

government. 

Here are valid reasons for seeking to be excused 

from jury duty: 

- If you are 65 or older and do not wish to serve; 

however, you are eligible if you choose 

- If you are the primary caretaker of a disabled 

person or someone over 65 who cannot care 

for herself or himself 

- If you have legal custody of a child under 7 and 

cannot provide childcare while on jury duty 

and you do not work outside the home 

- If you have been convicted of a crime that car-

ries a minimum of one year in prison 

- If you work at a state penitentiary 

- If you have served on a Circuit Court jury during 

the previous two calendar years or have served 

on a Grand Jury during the previous four cal-

endar years 

- If you are a student or school employee and wish 

to be transferred to a later date that will not con-

flict with the school term 

- If you have a mental or physical condition that 

prevents you serving and can provide a required 

doctor’s excuse 

If you do not meet any of those criteria, here are some 

guidelines you need to follow. If your Juror Sum-

mons form is a blue sheet, you need to report to the 

Sumter County Judicial Center at 215 North Harvin 

Street. If your Juror Summons form is a white sheet, 

you need to report to Summary Court at 190 East Ca-

nal Street. 

If you are notified to report 

for jury duty: 

- Do not bring your mobile 

phone or electronic com-

munication devices 

- Do not bring your pocket 

knife or any type of 

weapon 

- No hats, no headgear 

- Do not wear shorts, flip-flops, 

halter tops or tank tops 

- Men must tuck in their shirts 

- No food or drink is allowed in the building 

  “Jurors need to observe a reasonable mode of dress 

when reporting and serving as jurors to maintain 

the dignity of the court,” said Jamie Campbell, 

Sumter County Clerk of Court. 

FYI: Jury Duty guidelines 

Sumter County Judicial Center, 215 N. Harvin St. 

Sumter County Summary Court, 190 E. Canal St. 

CAMPBELL 
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COUNCIL from Page 3 

Mixon also said due to the remodeling of the 

Administration building, several departments 

have already moved to the Sumter County 

Courthouse. By the end of this week the Ad-

ministration building should be vacant and the 

next County Council meeting on Sept. 10 will 

be held at the Courthouse on the third floor. 

Terrence Whitfield of Midlands Fatherhood 
Coalition then presented McCain with a 

framed Certificate of Support for Sumter 
County’s support and sponsorship of the coa-
lition’s ‘Adventures in Fatherhood,’ held on 
Aug. 10, 2019, at Tracy’s Camp. 

Important numbers for 

Sumter County Government 

Administration: 803-436-2102 

Animal Control: 803-436-2066 

Assessor: 803-436-2115 

Auditor: 803-436-2136 

Building Inspections: 803-774-1600 

Clerk of Court: 803-436-2227 

Clerk to Council: 803-436-2107 

Civic Center: 803-436-2270 or 2271 

Cultural Center/Patriot Hall: 803-436-2260 

Detention Center: 803-436-2340 

Emergency Management: 803-436-2158 

Emergency Medical Services: 803-436-2416 

(In an emergency, please call 911) 

Family Court: 803-436-2366 

Fire Department: 803-436-2600 

Fiscal Affairs: 803-436-2333 

Gallery of Art: 803-775-0543 

Human Resources: 803-436-2306 

Landfill: 803-495-3314 

Master In Equity: 803-774-3884 

Planning: 803-774-1660 

Probate Court: 803-436-2166 

Public Defender: 803-774-6137 

Public Works: 803-436-2241 

Purchasing: 803-436-2331 

Recreation & Parks: 803-436-2248 

Register of Deeds: 803-436-2177 

Sheriff’s Office: 803-436-2000 

Solicitor’s Office: 803-436-2185 

South Sumter Resource Center: 803-436-2277 

Stormwater Utility: 803-774-3855 

Summary Court: 803-436-2280 

Sumter Animal Control Volunteers: 803-774-3232 

Sumter Little Theatre: 803-775-2150 

Treasurer: 803-436-2213 

Veterans Affairs: 803-436-2302 

Voter Registration/Elections: 803-436-2310 

Water Utility: 803-774-3854 

Find us on social media:  

Facebook: @SumterCountySC 

Twitter: @SumterCountyGov 

Instagram: sumtercountygovernment 

Primary website: 

www.sumtercountysc.org 

http://www.sumtercountysc.org

